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force in the city, not represented, perhaps, in so
many followers, but potent yet, and with all the
moral support of recognized wisdom.

Jeremiah, prophet and statesman, took the un-
popular side, and advocated a policy of unvarying
yielding to Babylonia. In words weighty of
prescience he urged the people of Jerusalem to
accept the inevitable as of God's doing, and to
put their necks submissively under the yoke which
he had imposed upon them. This advice, once
decisively taken, would certainly have postponed
the destruction to which Judah was madly hasten-
ing, if it did not save the monuments of Judah's
greatness from the ruthless hand of the destroyer
of that age. But it was not decisively taken. It
was, indeed, too influential to be wholly disre*
garded, and the embassy went away without a de-
cisive word of adhesion to its nuid plans. But
Jeremiah could not control the enraged populace.
The air was full of rebellion, of recrimination, of
false patriotism. Even the exiles in Babylonia
joined in the excited bandying of words.7 The
hour was a bad one for a wise and cautious man.
Jeremiah soon lost control; the king was weak,
and could not hold in check the populace which
thirsted in foolhardiness for a chance at its op-
pressors. Soon it became clear that Egypt was to
be relied upon for help in the effort. The very
name of Egypt was a word to conjure with, and
its greatness seemed even yet to fill the whole